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This Week in NYC 


Five small Off Broadway 
playhouses will be constructed in 
the 1847 school building at 7th Av 
& 13th St acquired by Juleen Comp- 
ton, actress wife of Harold Clurman, 
at city auction for $256,000, Gotham 
Company, of which she is president , 
will spend $250,000 to build four 
200 seat and one 400 seat theatres, 
a restaurant and coffee shop in the 
pre-Civil War structure, Clurman 
will be artistic director, and the 
theatres will be available for rental 
upon completion this fall, First used 
as P,S, 35,then as Boys High, it 
was used until 1959 for Food Vocat- 
ional High School, 


Plays 


Impulse which was scheduled 
for a one week run was cancelled... 
Show Girl closed after 100 perform - 
ances and plans a three month tent 
tour... Toys in the Attic closed on 
schedule... Evening with Elaine May 
and Mike Nichols missed two per- 
formances due to illness of May... 
William Ball will direct Porgy and 
Bess at City Center May 17... 
Midget on Stilts a new comedy by 
Emory Rubin and Miriam Balf to be 
presented in fall by actor-stage man- 
ager Jeff Britton...Gore Vidal to 
adapt Duerrenmatt's Romulus The 
Great to be presented in Jan by Ro- 
ger L Stevens, 


Richard Rodgers and Alan 
Jay Lerner have formed a new writ- 
ing partnership and plan to present 
their first musical in fall 1962, First 
Rodgers to present show in which he 


has done both music and lyrics, Fred- 


erick Loewe announced in Feb that he 


would take an 18 month vacation follow- 


ing Camelot, Lerner and Loewe will 
work together again on the film ver- 


sions of both My Fair Lady and Came- 


lot. 
Broadway Business 


Variety grosses continue very 
uneven, Four sellouts were-Camelot, 
Do Re Mi, Mary Mary and Sound of 
Music, 


NYC Calendar 


Hobo- Gate (162-2nd Av) 4/10 
-Players Theatre presents new mus- 
ical play with book, music and lyrics 
by John Anthony Dooley, directed by 
Rinauldo Capilupo with Elmarie Wen- 
dell, Ronald Holgate, Eleanor La 
Forge. 


Moby Dick- Madison Av 
Playhouse (3lst & Mad) 4/10. John 
Lotas presents monodrama adapt- 
ation of Herman Melville novel by 
and with Philip Hanson portraying 
18 roles, 


Smiling, The Boy Fell Dead- 
Cherry Lane- 4/11. Theodore Mann - 
George Kogel present new musical 
with book by Ira Wallach, music by 
David Baker, lyrics by Sheldon Har- 
nick, directed by Word Baker with 
Claiborne Cary, Daniel Meehan, Phil 
Leeds, 


Show Boat- City Center-4/12 
NYC Light Opera Co revival of Kern- 
Hammerstein musical directed by 
Dania Krupska with Joe E Brown, Jo 
Sullivan, Jane Kean, Robert Rounse - 
ville. Two week run, 


The Decameron- East 74- 
(334 E 74) 4712. Selma Tauber-Will- 
iam Tarr present new musical ver- 
sion of Boccaccio tales with book 
and lyrics by Yvonne Young Tarr, 
music by Edward Earle, staged by 
Burry Frederick with Louis Edmonis 
Betty McNamara, Jan Miner. 


Carnival- Imperial 4/13. 
David Merrick presents new musical 
based on Helen Deutsch's film and 
Paul Gallico's story "Lili", book by 
Michael Stewart, music and lyrics by 
Bob Merrill, staged by Gower Champ- 
ion with Anna Maria Alberghetti, Jer- 
ry Orbach, Kaye Ballard, 


Players 


Hermione Baddeley replaced 
Angela Lansbury and Frederick Combs 
replaced Andrew Ray, A Taste of 
Honey , 


Off Broadway 


Elsa Lanchester- Herself 
closed after performances ... 
Chanin Hale returned to Little Mary 
Sunshine after one night stand in 
What a Killing.,..Hamlet to continue 
at Phoenix to May 14, subscribers 
may get extra tickets or a refund 
Royce replaced Joan 
Copeland in Evening with Chekhov 
due Apr 20 atKey. 


Phikoltetes to be presented 
Apr 24 at One Sheridan Sq with Tony 
Ray... The Tattooed Countess a new 
musical comedy to be presented May 
3 at Barbizon Plaza with Irene Man- 
ning...A Curious Evening With Gypsy 
Rose Lee was announced for May | 
at Maidman, but postponed after the 
producers of A Worm in the Horse - 
radish denied closing . .. Meet Pete 
Grant anew musical version of 
"Peer Gynt" to be presented in May 
at Folksbiene...Ondine to be revived 
Apr 25-30 at Equity Library Theatre, 


Theatre Film Notes 


Sweet Bird of Youth film ver- 
sion to be written and directed for 
MGM by Richard Brooks. 


Theatre TV Notes 


Once Upon a Mattress one 
hour adaptation to be presented in 
fall on CBS Garry Moore... Pay - 
TV to be discussed at Apr 10 meet- 
ing of "Drama Desk" with Jean Dal-~ 
rymple , Leland Hayward, 


Theatre Book Notes 


"Introduction to the Theatre: 
A Revised Edition" by Frank Whiting 
published by Harper & Bros ($ 8)... 
"Makers of the Modern Theatre" by 
Barry Ulanov published by McGraw - 
Hill ( $8. 95) 


Play Diary 


Next Week:- The Seven at 
Dawn-Actors Playhouse 4/17... 
Gallows Humor- Gramercy Arts 4/18 
+++ Evening with Chekhov- Key 4/20. 


DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


A Far Country- Music Box 4/4 .6 pro- and 1 con- 
Herald Tribune- filed on new drama by Henry Denker on 
Sigmund Freud, presented by Roger L Stevens-Joel Schen- 
ker, directed by Alfred Ryder with Kim Stanley, Sam Wan- 
amaker, Steven Hill, Lili Darvas, Affirmative praised 
gripping drama with expert acting, direction, while sole 
negative 's objection was that problem considered did not 
hold interest for three acts, Taubman, Times, raved for 
fascinating play, expertly and tightly modulated staging , 
played with strength and fervor, enriches a season that 
badly needs enriching, Chapman, News, recommended the 
smoothly paced, admirably acted drama that did have some 
Static moments but in the main is a holding drama, excit- 
ingly acted, Coleman, Mirror, cheered tautly written play 
with Stanley having an acting field day in the inspiring and 
moving drama fashioned from integrity and affection, Watts 
Post, rated it an interesting , quietly intelligent drama aid- 
ed by forthright, excellent acting. Aston, World Telegram- 
Sun, also raved for psychiatric detective story with drama, 
suspense and a spellbinding finish with talented cast mak - 
ing most of the bounty, McClain, Journal American, app- 
lauded compelling and incisive play which gives full range 
to Stanley's very distinct talents, Dissenter Kerr, Herald 
Tribune, agreed production was handsomely acted docum- 
entary with an effective climax, brilliant passages, but he 
had the feeling that the case at hand will not sustain its 
groping people for a full three acts. He also noted some 
patches of quite transparent padding, making the center 
of the play move slowly and seem thin, 


The Happiest Girl in the World-Beck 4/3. 3 pro- 
News, Mirror, World Telegram& Sun- and 4 con- Times, 
Herald Tribune, Post, Journal American- filed on new 
musical comedy based on Aristophanes! "Lysistrata" with 
book by Fred Saidy and Henry Myers, lyrics by E Y Har- 
burg, music by Jacques Offenbach, presented by Lee Guber 
directed by Cyril Ritchard with Ritchard, Janice Rule , 
Dran Seitz, Bruce Yarnell, All reviewers agreed that 
selections of Offenbach music were delightful, differences 


came over value or limitations of the book, Chapman, News, 


enjoyed charming musical, a nice combination of sex and 
melody with light, clever lyrics , and light-hearted and 
saucy direction by star, Coleman, Mirror, recommend- 
ed delightfully tuneful, beautifully mounted, robustly played 
show done with free-wheeling high spirits, good looks and 
the one and only Ritchard, Aston, WTS, is ready to stay 

in his seat for another half dozen performances of this 
enormous splash of melody, talent and production, All 
enjoyed surprising dance and song talents of Rule as well 
as beautiful voice of Seitz. Negative side headed by Taub- 
man, Times, who rated it uneven and as a total conception 
lacking in taste and coherence, Times man also felt that 
lyrics and book for most part is tame and heavy handed, and 
that Ritchard's direction is variable, Kerr, Herald Trib- 
une, okayed it only for those willing to take familiar comic 
opera straight, He would have been happier if the entertain- 
ment had found for itself a style as defined and as rakish as 
the red plumes worn by star. Instead, Kerr continued, the 
authors have settled for a handful of half~angles,a slightly 
apologetic bit of 1961, a not too confident bit of old shoe, 
Watts, Post, agreed with Kerr that authors were perfectly 
right in trying to freshen up ancient "Lysistrata" plot, but 
feared that in the end Aristophanes is a formidable handi- 
cap to Offenbach, This inspite of fine cast, delightful score 
well sung. 


which came close to making sex unattractive for hurting the 
otherwise big, bouncy musical, 


McClain, Journal American, blamed feeble book 


OFF 


BROADWAY 


WEEK 


Young Abe Lincoln- York ( 64 & lst Av ) 4/3. 4 pro- 
Herald Tribune, Post, Journal American, World Telegram - 
Sun- filed on Easter week matinee performances of new 
musical for children with book by Richard N Bernstein and 
John Allen, lyrics by Joan Javits , music by Victor Ziskin, 
presented by Little Golden Theatre-Arthur Shimkin, direct- 
ed by Jay Harnuck with Darrell Sandeen, Judy Foster, Four 
notices were all raves for all concerned, recommending the 
historical musical for adults as well as children, Crist , 
Herald Tribune, enjoyed combination of history and musical 
in slick 60 minute presentation by impeccable cast with some 
of the nine songs worthy of Broadway. Rosenberg, Post, lim- 
ited its fun to 8 to 80 , also noting that some of the songs will 
be remembered, McClain, Journal American, approved of 
Broadway quality score , bright and engaging book and uni- 
formly gifted cast, Aston, WTS, loved the happy fare and 
picked ''Something"' song as something to keep in mind , 
Production is first of Little Golden Theatre which will go 
on nationwide tour, 


The Mountain Giants-Living (530-6th Av) 4/3. 2 pro- 
Times, World Telegram & Sun- filed on special Mon even- 
ing reading of Luigi Pirandello unfinished script presented 
for two special performances by Pirandello Society and Liv- 
ing Theatre, directed by Geraldine Lust with Judith Malina, 
George Miller, Gelb, Times, rated experiment a satisfact- 
ory one, a must for all sincere avant garde fans, done in a 
particularly inventive reading style, Krisher, WTS, enjoyed 
exciting reading by thoroughly professional, experimental 
group. Final performance is Mon, Apr 10, 


The Only Sense is Nonesense- Jan Hus ( 351 E 74)-4/3 
1 pro- Times a I con- World Telegram & Sun- filed on spec- 
cial four Mon evening showcase reading of two short plays by 
N F Simpson--"The Resounding Tinkle" and ''The Hole" pre - 
sented and directed by William Gyimes with Gary Filsinger, 
Paxton Whitehead, Bob Brady, Calta, Times, approved of taste- 
ful production, staged competently, and British author has her- 
alded as a new and original talent who can be downright amus- 
ing. But Saffron, WTS, panned scripts as disembodied car - 
toons spouting opaque non sequiturs in an eerie experiment, 


THEATRE 
BOOK 


COMMENTS 


"The Condemned of Altona'' by Jean Paul Sartre, to 
be presented in London as Loser Wins, recommended by 
Watts, Post, as a reading experience, Despite repetition and 
excessive length it is a provocative if somewhat equive<al , 
morality play. 


"Goethe's Faust Part I and Sections from Part II- 
Translated by Walter Kaufman'(Doubleday $4, 50) chosen 
by Stephen Spender, Times Book Review, as the best trans- 
lation he has ever read, Introduction is interesting also, 
but tends to be too much on the defensive, 


GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


SEASON SUMS... While this may not have been any great 
shakes of a theatre season, McClain, Journal Am- 
erican, picks it as the best one Off Broadway ever 
««.Judging by what Tynan, London Observer, has 
seen of the NY season, it merits a place among the 
really bad worse seasons, 


COLUMN TIPS...Bob Hope, who has acquired the film 
rights to Critic's Choice, may replace Heny Fonda 
in the NY company this summer, hears Kilgallen, 
Journal American... Marlon Brando to open a NY 
drama school, notes McHarry, News, 


PHOENIX RAVE... Current Hamlet is one of the Phoenix! 
finest expression, states Times editorial, Product- 
ion is as vibrant and moving as has been seen in 
our generation, Excitingly played, beautifully staged 
sensitively presented, and Donald Madden is a 
prince of Denmark who will not be forgotten, 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS.,..Kerr, Herald Tribune, ponders 
some of the criticisms that his wife's play Mary, 
Mary is too funny. Some of the laughs in the play 
are the fault of the actors, for the reviewer knows 
from long experience that his wife isn't always 
that funny around the house,,.A new and stirring 
school of American writers for the stage will be 
developed if talent is given the integrity and large- 
ness of purpose it deserve, believes Taubman, 
Times, 


DRAMA MAIL BOX... Why don't all those lost, misinform- 
ed talented, and untalented, people who set up drama 
schools in NYC get together and open theatres out- 
side of NYC, asks a Times reader, 


SECOND GUESSES,..The Devil's Advocate picked by Chap- 


man, News, as one of the season's most artistic pro- 


ductions, a lovely moving story cast admirably and 


directed with feeling... poe Mary is unusual, points 


out Watts, Post, in that it is the first play in which a 


film star figures as a gentleman, Play is also a com- 


edy of charm, lightness and dexterity, 


YOUNG ACTORS PANNED.,.. Most young actors who think 
they are devoting themselves to the theatre are run- 
ning away from life, Jean Louis Barrault said at the 


Zahoroff Lecture, Oxford Playhouse, reports "Stage." 


Eight out of ten young theatrical aspirents belong in 


this category. They are obeying a reflex of impotence, 


They aren't looking for the theatre, but running away 
from the real problems of life, French director 
charged that all these boys and girls who rush into 
drama courses are unfortunates who are being co - 
wardly, thinking to find in illusions and dreams 
something to exercise their laziness, They console 
themselves by giving way to the vices of exhibition- 
ism and self-love narcissism, 


INTER VIEW HI-LITE.,.Hugh Wheeler, author of Big Fish, 
Little Fish , places himself solidly on the side of 
the little fish of the world, he told Herridge, Post, 
They are the people who can't conform and cant 
get to the top. The trouble with NY, he feels, is 
that everybody tries so desperately to be a big 
fish. Mystery writer turned dramatist has a new 
play ready for next season Look,We've Come 
Through which will be directed by John Gielgud, 


PROS & CONS BY TMK 


The Happiest Girl in the World is an unhappy mix- 
ture of Offenbach music from a variety of productions, an 
updated version of "Lysistrata" with embellishments by a 
set of curious Greek Gods, an old-fashioned musical com- 
edy and a half-hearted attempt at contemporary political 
satire, The team of authors, dead and alive, never agreed 
on a single point of view and the result finds the cast play- 
ing some of the lines for farce, some for plot and some for 
topical satire, with a few left for a message musical, The 
music is unquestionably beautiful, the cast professional and 
the sets interesting, 


* 


Under Milk Wood is a fascinating arena theatre con- 
ception of the Dylan Thomas word portrait presented by ten 
extremely talented players under inspired direction, The 
form is poetic, not dramatic, but by constantly regrouping 
the versatile actors the interest is held throughout, The 
winning combination of Thomas! imagery and the ensemble 
playing make for a very satisfying evening of theatre, This 
is a worthy celebration of the 10th anniversary of the Circle 
in the Square, 


* * 


Five Off Broadway theatres in one conveniently loc- 
ated building is good news to buffs who have wandered far 
and downtown in search of drama recently, The project de- 
serves support of theatre managers and fans , Failure of 
both groups to support the last try at a multiple theatre 
building forced the owners to convert one of their pretty 
playshops into a Vic Tanney gym! 


* * 


Lerner & Rodgers, or will it be Rodgers & Lerner, 
can only be wished the best of success in a field which is 
naturally hostile to all new untested combinations, But in 
the meantime they had better watch out for possible anti- 
trust suits filed for tying up most of the available talent 
and/or money for Broadway musicals, 


* * 


European theatre fans can rightly complain of less 
Wilder, Though the early short plays of Thornton Wilder 
were first appreciated abroad, American producers of all 
levels of drama fare constantly export Our Town and 
The Skin of Our Teeth at the drop of a theatre festival . 


A Westchester, NY high school drama department is busily 


raising $30,000 for the latest Our Town invasion of West- 
ern Europe. Perhaps they should try for $40,000 and do 
something non- Wilder, 


* * 


Anybody want to be an Off Broadway producer, A 
short course of four Mon lectures by Isabel Haliburton 
will be given at Sheridan Square Playhouse and the announ- 
ced subjects include " budgeting, financing, organizing per- 
sonnel and booking a theatre.'' Topic of picking the play 
is wisely ignored for it is assumed that no one can talk 
the would- be producer out of doing the play he has picked. 
There can be no other excuse for much of the recent Off 
Broadway diet. 


* * 


OUTER 


BROADWAY 


THEATRE 
LETTER 
College Theatre 

Macalester College, St Paul, 


Shakespeare Festival set for Apr 13- 
30,..Dallas Theatre Center resumes 


repertory after Easter week with Ham- 


let and Taming of the Shrew... State 
Univ of Towa, lowa City, graduate stu- 
dents held series of studio perform - 
ances and panel discussions with Hobe 
Morrison, Variety William Talbot , 
Samuel French & Co; and playwrigh 
Theodore Apstein,. 


Pasadena, Calif, Playhouse 
College of Theatre granted associae 
membership in Western College Con- 
ference with permission to grant B.A, 
and M,A, degrees... New playhouse 
at Bowling Green, Ohio, State Univ to 
be named "Joe E Brown Theatre." 


Communications Group 


Nan Martin, Board member 
of Theatre Communications Group 
who left Under the Yum Yum Tree, 
is visiting member groups... Pat 
Brown has resigned as director of 
Magnolia Theatre, Long Beach,Calif,. 
to become field director of TCG. 


Spring Repertory 


The Country Girl revival 
with Shelley Winters and Joseph 
Anthony, staged by Milton Katselas 
opening spring season at Paper Mill 
Playhouse, Millburn, NJ, received 
two pro notices from NY critics 
But Herridge, Post, and Morello , 
World Telegram & Sun, okayed it 
for different reasons, Post drama 
editor marked it a first rate revival 
of Odets' play done with deep con - 
viction by all. While WTS reviewer 
okayed Anthony, but felt that Winters' 
played at such a low pitch as to be 
almost expressionless throughout, 
Bus and truck tour of production to 
be played in repertory with A View 
from the Bridge and A Streetcar 
Named Desire planned by star, 


Award Dept 


The Commentator by Ben 
Irwin, Los Angeles won $1000 Col- 
umbia, South Carolina, Town Thea- 
tre Award, Chosen from 350 entries 
by Fred Coe and Delbert Mann... 
$1000 American Academy of Arts 
and Letters Award to be presented 
May 24to Clifford Odets for his 
over-all work in theatre field, 


Summer Playhouses 


San Diego, Calif, Melody 
Theatre ,Inc to open first 12 week 
season Jun 13 with Silk Stockings 
starring Juliet Prowse, Alan Light 
producer... Wagonwheel Playhouse, 
Warsaw, Ind, to be directed by Tom 
Roland, Manchester, Ind, College 
«+ Woodstock, NY, Playhouse, opens 
ll week season Jun 20,,.State Fair 
Musicals, Dallas opens Jun 12 with 
Song of Norway ... The Lost Colony 
outdoor drama granted $10,000 by 
North Carolina state legislature to 
repair hurricane damage at Manteo 
theatre. 


William Gaxton to be featur- 
ed in Paradise Island at Jones Beach 
NY Jun 22... Take Me Along with 
William Bendix to be presented Jul 
3 at Chicago Melody Top, Hillside, 
Ill... Can-Can with Genevieve to re- 
turn to summer tents...A Majority 
of One with Martha Raye to tour... 
Burlesque with Jack Carter and Paula 
Stewart to join package brigades, 


Calamity Jane, stage version 
of 1953 film western to be summer 
circuit favorite, First presentation 
of season to be May 17 at Casa Man- 
ana Fort Worth, Betsy Palmer to 
star in it in June at Warren, Ohio, 
Edie Adams Jun 12 at St Louis , and 
Carol Burnett Jul 17 at Kansas City, 


Shakespeare 


102nd season of Royal Shake- 
speare Theatre, Stratford-on- Avon 
opened with Christopher Plummer 
and Geraldine McEwan in Much Ado 
About Nothing, staged by Michael 
Langham... Paul Scofield to star in 
Coriolanus and Loves' Labour Lost 
at Stratford, Ont... Hiram Sherman 
and Richard Waring rejoined com - 
pany this season at Stratford, Conn, 


Playhouses 


Pabst Theatre, Milwaukee, 
will not be demolished until new 
Music Hall Theatre is constructed, 
City Council rented it for next two 
seasons to Sydney Plotkin, Ray Mit- 
chell, Harry Lashinsky...New 1000 
seat Baltimore theatre may be con- 
structed at Charles Center project 
by Morris Mechanic, owner of Fords 
Theatre...Los Angeles Music Cen - 
ter, First & Grand,to contain three 
theatres--Memorial Pavillion seat- 
ing 3200 due Dec 1962, Center The- 
atre 1800, Forum 800, 


Road Shows 


Joan Blondell to be featured 
in Bye Bye Birdie national company 
which opens Apr 24 in San Francisco, 


London 


Laurence Olivier to be first 
director of Chichester Festival open- 
ing Jun 1962,,. Theatre Workshop 
still hunting for suitable play on the 
dangers of H bomb after rejecting 
400 scripts submitted, 


Paris 


Luther, new John Osborne 
play which was originally set to 
premiere at Spoletto, Italy, will in- 
stead debut in Royal Court Theatre, 
London, production at Paris Theatre 
Festival Jul 6...him by e.e. cumm- 
ings with Marcia Stillman will be 
presented instead at Italian Festival 
Jul 4,..West Side Story touring co- 
mpany opened to rave notices, 


Europe 


The Tenth Man currently at 
National Theatre, Brussels and State 
Theatre, Basle... My Fair Lady with 
German cast and American directors 
to open new season at Muncipal Opera, 
West Berlin,..Our Town presentation 
by Scarsdale, NY, High School plans to 
tour Europe this summer giving free 
productions if $30,000 can be raised, 


Latin America 


Our Town in Spanish at Teatro 
la Mascara, San Juan, Puerto Rico, was 
approved by Atkinson, Times, Cast of 
local TV actors played it with disarm- 
ing simplicity. 


Current Road Tours 


Becket-National, Washington 
4/10. 


Fiorello!- American, St 


Louis 473. 


Five Finger Exercise-Audit 
orium- St Louis 4/10 


Flower Drum Song- Shubert 


Chicago 11/14 
Gypsy- Riveria-Detroit 4/3 


Hostage- Biltmore, Los An- 
geles 4/11 


"CD" digests all theatre 
material in the 2100 pages 
of 7 NY daily papers of 
the preceding week," CD" 
subscribers are invited 
to inquire further for 
more specific data on cur- 
rent reviews, back reviews 
=~S—' and out-of-town tryout re- 
views via mail, phone or 
drop by for coffee and 
facts when in NYC, 
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